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Maricopa County Animal Care & Control  
(AC&C) is a full service animal welfare organi-
zation with centers, adoptions, field services, li-
censing, and education programs.   We are 
happy to offer low cost, humane dog training  
education.  Through a partnership  with Canine 
Educational  Services of the Southwest, a profes-
sional  training organization,  AC&C provides 
classes at both  West and East Locations. 
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A stimulating, brisk walk for your dog 
will go a long way to relaxing him or 
her and will also benefit you as well. 
           Giving your dog some stimulat-
ing activities to do while you are gone 
will help occupy his or her idle mind.  
A Kong Toy or Buster Cube will keep 
your dog working and occupied with 
less time to think about “The Great Es-
cape”. 
           If you place your dog in the 
backyard when you leave, do not make 
it a major event.  Save the hugs and 
kisses for later in the evening when 
you are interacting with your dog.  
This will only serve to create anxieties 
in the dog, as it will begin to cue him 
or her that you are leaving before you 
even walk out the door. 
           If you have tried every humane 
method that you can think of to pre-
vent your dog from escaping, you may 
want to consider professional help 
from a qualified behaviorist who can 
assist you in determining what the 
cause of the behavior is and how best 
to address it.  Caution should be taken 
to not employ methods that are not 
only abusive in nature but counter-
productive to correcting the undesired 
behavior. 
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            Escaping from a backyard area 
is generally accomplished either by 
jumping or tunneling; of course, as-
suming the gate is closed and secured.  
The act of escaping from a yard usu-
ally means one of two things:  One, 
your dog is trying to go somewhere, or 
two, your dog is trying to get away 
from something.  Understanding what 
causes your dog to exit the premises 
will help in correcting the behavior 
and keeping him within the confines of 
your property. 
           In the case of the dog that is try-
ing to go somewhere, his fleeing the 
premises may be his way of trying to 
find YOU.  Some dogs will escape the 
backyard only to go to the front porch 
area and lay down waiting for the 
owners to return. 
           It may be that there are other 
dogs roaming the neighborhood and 
your dog may want to join in  the 
pack.  Or perhaps the children next 
door have fed the dog at one time or 
another and he is simply trying to find 
the food source once again. 

            In the case of the dog that is 
trying to get away from something, 
it may be something as simple as 
boredom of confinement due to 
perhaps lack of exercise or interac-
tion with people. 
            Whatever the case may be, 
there are a few steps you can take 
to prevent your dog from scaling 
the fence or tunneling his way un-
der the fence. 
            For the Olympic high 
jumper, consider burying a piece of 
chicken wire about a quarter inch 
under the dirt in the location of the 
escapes.  With a surface that feels 
uncomfortable for jumping, the dog 
will probably think twice about the 
jump.  Another method would be 
constructing a second, smaller 
fence about eighteen inches high 
and about thirty-six inches or so 
away from the existing fence.  This 
will prevent the dog from getting 
that running start to make his final 
leap.   

           You may also want to make 
sure there are no structures up 
against the fence that will give your 
dog that extra boost over the top, 
such as a dog house or wood pile. 
           For the under the fence digger, 
you can place some material 
(plywood or cement garden dividers) 
four or five inches below the surface 
to hinder the digging process. 
           The above methods are meant 
to prevent your dog from escaping 
but do not address eliminating the es-
caping behavior itself.  You will need 
to take time to investigate why your 
dog is leaving, where does he go, 
what was your reaction to his leaving 
when you found him? 
           Before the problem begins, 
you can do some things to perhaps 
prevent the behavior from starting at 
all.  Make sure your dog has the ap-
propriate exercise he or she needs.  
Simply throwing a ball back and 
forth in the backyard for a Dalmatian 
or Terrier may not be sufficient. 


